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"I am Doug’s mother. These days, that is rather a mixed blessing. 

There are two separate issues that I have to deal with here. One is the 
heartbreaking reality of his being in prison. And the other is his reason for 
being there. 

In the strictly, purest sense, he is there because he is trying to make 
the world a better place. This is the goal that he had set himself. Doug 
worked in a variety of causes, - mainly disarmament and environmental issues; 
but all were issues which deal with protecting the earth, its people and its 
animals. 

It s a large chunk for a person to bite off. Fortunately he has the sup¬ 
port of many others who feel as he does. They are scattered here and there 
around the globe - people with conscience and determination to fight for what 
they believe is right. 

This was a direction that Doug had chosen after long and continued 
thought about his moral obligation as a person in this society. I suspect, 
from what I know of Brent and Ann and Gerry and Julie, that they too came tc 
similar conclusions. ” 


”What are the alternatives?....is it enough for us to stand by peacefully 
with our placards while the bomb managers blow us and our placards off the 
planet?” cont. next page 




























"I neither condone nor condemn their alleged actions. But I endorse, with¬ 
out hesitation, their goals and their sincere intentions to strive for these 
goals - especially in the face of enormous personal risks and entirely with¬ 
out reward .. , 


"Last Satur^y, I was one of an estimated 80,000 persons who walked for 
peace. (The original peace walk. Incidentally was organised hy some of the 
five,)...." 

.protests grow and so do the armaments. The~bom'bs~grow~~faster 

and Bigger. The people protest - peacefully - and the war organizers work - 
aggressively - make their war machines. They don't seem to mind our projects 
too much, so long as we don’t Interfere with their work. But we have little 
time left for walking. It's time now to run - to race at top speed - before 
our time runs out. 

I think there are two choices; to make a commitment to act, or to agree 
to our own mass murder,.,.’’ 

l.It is a strange society where the people who make the bombs and who 

destroy the earth are not only stopped, they are legally sanctioned and re¬ 
warded with money. (but) those who protest this legalized murder...are 

the ones most likely to end up in prison..,, " 

...The terrorists that we keep hearing about are not the five, or other 
dissenters who visibly protest the nuclear dangers. The real terrorists are 
the people who boldly use our money to make bombs we don't need or want, who 
use these bombs against all of us on the earth, and who then - ultimate 
outrage! ~ use that same law against us if we object to their nasty ways. 
Those of us who act in protest may or may not be doing the right thing - 

whatever that is. But those of us who do nothing give our consent to this 

terrorist conspiracy for our very own mass destruction..." 


"...from Doug (quoting someone else); 'There comes a time when one must 
risk something, or sit forever with one's dreams*......" 

...These are five courageous people and they are now in prison for their 
protests against terrorism and destruction. 

No doubt about it, I'm prejudiced. But I think there is another side to 
their story. And it needs to be heard. 

You be the judge." Agnes Stewart 
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I hope that the methods that the pigs used to bust us - wiretapping & surveil¬ 
lance - & the charges they laid against us - conspiracy - will not deter or 
prevent people in the long run from continuing to develop & resist.’' 

ANN HANSEN 

rhe minds of those in the injustice system are completely deformed into belie- 
/ing that what they are doing is of some value. They are misguided & complet- 
^ly ignorant of what really needs to be happening to make this society improve 

BRENT TAYLOR 

Tor centuries ^ the authorities have reacted violently to womyn who resisted; 
they used to brand us as "witches" & burned us, now they label us"terrorists" 

5 try to bury us in their cement tombs." JULIE BELMAS 

The police forces big mistake is that they don’t realize the more they hassle 
jou, the more you will want to fight them on every level. They have no comp¬ 
rehension of the spirit of freedom." GERRY HANNAH 

Sometimes I feel on the edge, about to scream or die. Sometimes I feel like 
Tiy guts are being ripped out, but I’m fighting desperately to hold on, to 
oome out & be with my friends again someday, & to come out with my sanity & 
vy politics & my ability to enjoy life." DOUG STEWART 
































updates 

On May 18th and 19th there was a bail hearing for Doug (although all five were 
at court) and the bail application was refused. 

On June 10th there is a bail hearing for Ann and Brent and it looks like there 
is a strong possibility they will be conducting it themselves, so they will 
need lots of support in court in New Westminster. 

On July 8th Julie and Gerry will have their bail hearing,also in New West. . 
Fundraising 

A- gig in Victoria with the Dead Kennedys and three other bands raised $1000 
for the defense fund, another gig in Vancouver with D.O.A. raised $1000, and 
$10&& TRore was raised at two benefits in Vancouver with local bands. 

Bands all over Canada and the U.S. are being contacted for future benefits. 
The major source of money raised so far has been from individual and group 
donations from N. America and Europe. Once again, our thanks to all of you . 
THERE CONTINUES TO BE AN URGENT NEED FOR LEGAL AND OPERATIONAL FUNDS. 
Workshops/Forums 

A group of people are working together to get workshops/forums organized on 
specifically related topics. These will probably be about once a month at 
places and dates to be announced - on the following topics: 

ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE; POLITICAL/CONSPIRACY TRIALS; PROTECT THE EARTH; 
PORNOGRAPHY AND MILITARISM; RESISTANCE/DIRECT ACTION. 

Watch for these!.' If you can help with them in any way please phone-874-9908. 

TO CONTRIBUTE SUPPORT... 

I * * BAIL HEARING 

Fri. June 10 10:00 a.m. on... 

New Westminster Courthouse 

Ann Hansen & Brent Taylor will be conducting their own defense! 

...it is important that we show support by being there,phone 874-9908 
for car pool 

^ BENEFIT CONCERT 
July 1st "Smash -the State" Day 
bands & location to be confirmed 

* WRITE LETTERS to any of the 5 incarcerated: Julie 
Gerry Hannah, Doug Stewart, Brent Taylor at: 

Oakalla Prison, Drawer "O", Burnaby, B.C. V5H 3N4 

* FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS to the defense work 

FREE THE VANCOUVER FIVE DEFENSE GROUP 
Account #91740-1 
C/0 CCEC Credit Union 

205 E. 6th Ave., Vancouver, B.C. VST 1J7 

* ANY OTHER IDEAS/INFO to share, contact us at: 

Free the Vancouver Five Defense Group 
P.O. Box 48296, Bentall Station 
Vancouver, B.C. V7X lAl 


Belmas, Ann Hansen, 
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